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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1942. 


To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Clifton  Dartmouth  Hardness. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1942.  In  accordance  with  instructions 
from  tlie  Ministry  of  Healtli,  tlie  scope  of  the  report  is, 
during  present  conditions,  confined  to  vital  statistics,  and  a 
bare  record  of  essential  health  and  sanitary  services. 

Diptheria  Immunisation  was  completed  in  a further 
92  cliildren  aged  1 to  5 years,  and  in  124  cliildren  aged  5 to 
15  years.  This  brings  the  total  numbers  of  children  im- 
munised during  the  past  two  years  to  : 160  children  aged 
1 to  5 years  and  821  aged  5 to  15  years,  giving  approxi- 
mately 40%  and  96.5%  of  children,  in  these  respective  age 
groups,  fully  protected, 

Townstal  House  Sick  Bay,  which  was  closed  at  the 
end  of  May,  was  reopened  in  other  premises  for  a short 
period,  but  finally  closed  on  7th  August  when  all  officially 
evacuated  children  were  removed  from  the  Borough.  The 
effect  of  this  latter  step,  on  the  incidence  of  Scabies  is  in- 
teresting:- for  the  period  up  to  the  closure  of  the  Sick  Bay 
there  Avere  27  cases  of  Scabies,  and  for  the  period  (five 
months)  following  removal  of  evacuees  only  three  cases  of 
Scabies  were  reported. 

As  regards  the  notifiable  in/ections  the  year  was  a 
very  healthy  one,  a most  satifactory  feature,  especiall}^  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  number  of  Births  (98)  created  a 
new  high  record. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  figures. 

Area  in  acres — 1925. 

Population  census  in  1931 — 6707. 

Estimated  population  1942 — 6094. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  about  1603. 

Rateable  value— £49,775. 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate — £199  lOs.  lid. 

Public  debt— 1942  : £136,911. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

Total  M F 

?0  48  42 1 Birth  Rate  per  1000 

8 4 4 1 of  estimated  resident 

population  ...  16.08 

2 — 2 Rate  per  1000  total 

dive  & Still  Births)  20.00 

87  51  86  Death  Rate  per  1000 

of  the  estimated 
population  ...  14.27 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0 Rale  per  1000  total  (Live^  00 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  0 and  Still  Births)  ) 00 

M F Total 

Deatlis  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — — — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  per  1000  Live  Births  00 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (nil  ages) — 11 

„ Measles  „ — 0 

„ Whooping  Cougli  „ — 0 

„ Diarrhoea  (under  2)  — 0 

„ Poliomyelitis  — 0 

„ Erysipelas  — 0 

,,  Pneumonia  — 1 

,,  Scarlet  Fever  — 0 

„ Diptheria  — 0 

„ Influenza  — 0 

„ Bronchitis  — 2 

„ Other  Res.  Dis.  — 3 

„ Tuberculosis  — 2 

„ Syphilitic  — 0 

„ Intra-Cran.  vase,  lesions  — 11 

„ Heart  — 23 

„ Other  dis.  of  circ.  syst.  — 0 

,,  Ulcer  of  Stomach  — 0 

„ Appendicitis  — 0 

„ Other  digve.  dis.  — 3 

„ Nephritis  — 3 

„ Con.  Mai.  birth  Inj.  infant  — 0 

„ Violent  Causes  — 20 

,,  All  other  causes  — 7 


Live  Legitimate 
Births  Illigitimate 

Still  Births 

Deaths 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  have  been  no  new  works  during  the  year, 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  ten  in  the  area.  48  inspections  liave  been 
made.  General  Condition — good. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  19  Dairies  and  13  Cowslieds  registered. 
Dairies  have  been  inspected  26  times  and  Cowslieds  41  times. 
Nine  Dairy  Shops  have  voluntarily  ceased  business. 

Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  2 licensed  slaugliterhonses  (closed  since 
conti’ol  by  M.  of  F.)  and  a public  abattoir.  (See  Meat 
Inspection). 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 


(a) 

Council  Houses  Infested 

...  0 

(b) 

Other  Houses  Infested 

...  16 

(c) 

Disinfestation  (vacant  houses) 

...  18 

Bedding,  etc.  destroyed 

...  3 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. 


There  are  in  the  Borough  5 Wholesale  Producers’ 
2 Producer  Retailers  and  7 Retailers  of  Milk. 


Meat  Inspection. 


Government  Control. — The  Borough  Public  Abattoirs 
are  used  as  a slaughtering  centre  under  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  since  15th  January,  1940.  Animals  slaughtered 


during — 1940 — 9154. 
„ ] 941— 12308. 

„ 1942—  8889. 


Meat  condemned  21,731  lbs. 
„ „ 21,357  „ 

„ „ 21,336 


9} 
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Water  Supplies. 

Tlie  new  Lower  Norton  Wood  Reservoir  came  into 
operation. 

No  sample  of  water  was  submitted  during  the  year. 


Housing. 

No  statutory  action  was  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  during  the  year. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  : 21  without  Notices. 

15  with  Informal  Notices. 


Housing  Act  1936,  Section  25. 

On  the  27th  June,  1938,  four  clearance  areas.  No.  10, 
Undercliff;  No.  11,  Horn  Hill  Steps;  No.  13,  South  Ford 
Road;  and  No.  14,  Smith  Street;  were  submitted  and 
reports  made  to  the  Council.  At  a special  Public  Health 
Committee  tliese  areas  were  considered  and  declared  to  be 
Clearance  Areas  within  the  meaning  ot  the  above  Act. 

Some  of  the  houses  in  these  areas  are  still  occupied. 
No  further  action,  of  course,  regarding  these  clearance 
declarations  can  be  taken  at  present. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  & WORKPLACES 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Inspec- 

Written Prosecu- 

tions 

Notices 

tions 

Factories  (with  Mechanical  Power) 

...  21 

0 

...  0 

Workshops  (with  Mechanical  Power) 

...  11 

0 

...  0 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 

...  12 

...  • 0 

...  0 

44 

0 

0 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

6 

Disease 

Total 

Cases 

cases  notified 

admitted  to  Hosp. 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

1 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

Diptheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid) 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

Measles 

3 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

0 

0 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  66  of  the 
P.H.A.  1925,  nor  under  Section  176  of  P.il.A.  1986. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  on  tlie  Ree^ister  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  ; — 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Pulmonary  ...  17  18  35 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  3 3 6 

Report  of  the  Dartmouth  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

Attendances  by  Mothers  ...  2077 

Infants  ...  159tt 

Toddlers  ...  633 

New  Babies...  67 
New  Toddlers  25 

The  voluntary  helpers  of  the  Welfare  Centre  have 
continued  their  excellent  work,  and,  with  the  mothers,  have 
kept  up  a high  and  continuous  record  of  attendance  despite 
the  discouraging  effect,  and  possibility,  of  air-raiding. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  DICK, 

M.D.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 


7 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Sanitary  Inspector 


'1 0 Bis  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 


Gientlemen, 

I have  tlie  lionuiir  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year 
ending  the  Slst  December,  1942. 

8,889  Food  Aunimals  Avere  slauglitered  during  the 
year,  Tliere  Avas  21,336  lbs.  of  meat  and  internal  organs 
condemned  due  to  the  following  reasons  : — 

Whole  Carcases. — Generalised  Tuberculoses,  Emaciation 
and  Dropsy.  Injury  due  to  enemy  action,  moribund, 
found  dead  in  field  and  lairages,  Hydreamia,  Ur6mia,  and 
Fevered  Condition,  Decomposition. 

Parts  of  Carcases  and  Internal  Organs  the  diseases  were  : 

Tuberculosis,  Actinomycosis,  Abscess,  Fluke,  Decomposition, 
tauU)  Cirrhosis,  Rwieotie  invasion  (Bladder  worms,  etc.),  Angioma, 
Septic  Pleurisy,  exfensiA’^e  inflamation,  injury  by  enemy 
action. 

} 

PUBLIC  ABATTOIRS. 

During  the  year  1st  Jan.  to  31st  December,  1942, 
£688  : 11  : lOd.  Avas  charged  for  use  of  the  Public  Abattoirs 
to  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

' MILK  SAMPLES. 

(!  The  War  Agricultural  Committee  are  uoat  responsible 

‘ for  Bacteriological  Milk  Sampling. 

•.( 

1 

I 

I 

i 

t 
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DISINFECTION. — 23  Premises  were  fumigated  and 
the  bedding,  clotliing,  etc.,  disinfected  in  tlie  Town  Councirs 
disinfector. 

DISINFESTION. — 81  Premises  were  fumigated  and 
verminous  condition  with  Zaldecide  and  fumigation. 

HAT  DESTRUCTION. — 82  Premises  and  Outbuild- 
ings where  poison  baits  were  laid  with  good  results,  smoke 
machine  sometimes  used. 

W.  H.  JEFFORD,  A.R.S.I , M.S.I.A., 
Meat  & Sanitary  Inspeclor. 


